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q.v.) , M. Reynaud's report to the Cabinet is as follows: "The
British Premier, in accord with Lord Halifax and Lord Beaver-
brook, who accompanied him to France, declared that the
British Government will continue to give France, as in the
past, the maximum military, air and naval support in its
power; but that if events force France to demand an armistice
from Germany, the opinion of Churchill, Halifax and Beaver-
brook was that England in no event would heap blame on her
ally in trouble and would understand the situation in which
France found herself, much against her will." This version
adds that M. Reynaud's statement was made in the presence
of M. Baudouin, Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs,
subsequently Minister of Foreign Affairs in the P&ain Cabinet.
It continues: "The decision to ask for an armistice was again
put off 24 hours for two reasons: first, to await President
Roosevelt's reply to France's supreme appeal and, second, to
give the London Cabinet more precise information regarding
the situation and the apparent consequences." And the accusa-
tion is added that in the meantime "certain French Ministers,
notably Georges Mandel, acting without government instruc-
tions, intervened with the British Government so that the
Churchill, Beaverbrook and Halifax declarations could not be
maintained and so that Britain could take toward France a
much less comprehensive and a more imperative attitude."
The British version (presented by Mr. Churchill in Parlia-
ment June 25) is that the invitation to come to Tours had
been made directly to him by M. Reynaud "when it became
clear that the defeat and subjugation of France was imminent,